Strange Craft

Unidentified
Los Angeles Scare
Termed ‘False Alarm'

Loa Angeles. Feb. 23 (9 —
Melropalilan  Los  Angeles had
chills and ibrills early todsy ms
sweeping searchlighis plerced fhe
sky apd apli-alrerall guns pumpsd
thoisands of rounds of pmmanition
toward an abjective which hoors
fmler the Army Bed not idendifed.

In Washington., Secrelary Knox
wald i was “just & false slarm.”

“There wers o planes over Los
Angeles lasi night” he akd st &
preis conference. “al leasi thal's
aur wnderstanding. None have besn
found and & very wide reconnals-
sapbe has been cartied on”

The western Oefense cammand
#aid no enemy bomba were drop-
ped and mo planes ghol down. but
there was lighi-lipped  cffkcial
gilenee aboul victually evervibing
elir thatl happeaed in & speciacular
blackoul which lasted from 2:Z3
& m A PWT) undil 7:21 o m

AL 145 p. m. Fourth Army Hesd-
quarters  lssued this sistement,
without =laboration:

At Unddendified

“The mircrafl which cauted ihe
blackout ln the Los Angeles area
for several hours this moerning
have nol beed bemtiled ™

The scresching walls of sirens
swakened most of the srea’s ree
milllon sleepers and within & few
mimates they mw & ow-moving
objert, whkich many thought was &
blimp, caught in A inienssly
bright patch of lght where Scofes
of msearchlights converged. The
“pocrr, poom, poom” of anii-alr-
eralt guns ratiled windows in sofme
of ibe beach press pnad there Were
bellliant bursts of fre. somewhat
like the spresding of Fousith of
July akyrockels, wround the aky
cralt

It wmn noizy, breath-taking sky
drama. plaved in  almost  afler
blackneis belore an enorimsus and
silent mmdiemce. ®  thrill-packed
preview of war where B8 deepy-
eyed speciators wore nightgowns
and pajamas.

Fragmenis Fall s Bed

In sofme ateas sck ook shells ex-
ploded in residential distriels, but
go ene was injured. Frag 2
crashed Inlo & leeel which & i
gnd o girl hed Jefl moments be:
fare 16 look at the raid, The “flak.”
ms gumners call 11 also shatieced
& window,

The Fourth Inierceplor Com-
maed declined fe camment on
whether Japanese planes or a blimp
flew ower the harbor aad aircrafl
{acicry arcar

e official seurce, whith de
clined 1o be guoted direcily, fobd
the Asiociafed Press ihat Army
planes went inle selion a3 S0oq
i ke mir reid sgnal was givem,
but another offcia] source later re-
ported the places sayed on ihe
ground betause af the danger of
being caught in their own anti-
glreralt Are. He =aid ground crews
saw unidentified planes
Hold Japantar

Palice recalled that 12, midnight,
was the zera hour for Japanese
atlena 1o leave the coastal defense
preps.  Bignificant im Lhia connes-
tion war ihe arrest of eight Jap=
anewe. some of Chem alicms. a8
suthpritles imvestigated reporte
from air raid wardens and ¢ivilians
that lighta blinked from variowss
painis of vaniage in Ibe blackoul.
The cight later were reloased, bow-
gver, aiter Army suthoritles said
the lights referred Lo undoubbediy
were tracer bullets Sred from
heavy enlibre machine guns

Flares als were feporied 12
hawe fallen in several sections, on
the besches and far (slasd. some
ad Iwte as 6 @ m. when meny per-
sons were walking 1o work botayse
vifeet cars were balked by the
Blackoul Palice aulthorilles in
some areay sakd they were com-
vineed Jepamese had atiempled to
direct Invsding planex By =e al
red. green and while fAares
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